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Grade VI I I  -  English     

Lesson 4.  The Last  Bargain  

 

 

 

 

  The poem f or egr ounds t he most  impor t ant  message of  t he poet , of  which he was a 

champion himself , f r eedom. The poem opens wit h a man seeking wor k, but  desir es t o keep his 

f r eedom. 

  Walking on t he st one paved gr ound, in t he mor ning, he f ir st  meet s t he king. The king 

of f er ed t o buy t he man’s labour  wit h his power . The man, however , doesn’t  f ind much wor t h in 

t he king’s power  and t her ef or e r ef used t o be hir ed. 

  Towar ds mid-day, having walked in t he heat  of  t he Sun, t he man came acr oss an old man. 

The old man car r ied a bag of  money, he was ver y wealt hy. He of f er ed t o buy t he man’s labour  

wit h his money. The man wasn’t  convinced t o exchange his labour s f or  money and moved on. 

  I n t he evening, as he was cr ossing t he gar den hedge, t he man came acr oss a f air  maid. 

She of f er ed t o hir e t he man’s ser vices wit h her  smile. The man couldn’t  f ind t he lady’s smile 

wor t h eit her . The Lady’s smile became pale and melt ed int o t ear s. She didn’t  get  t he man’s 

company eit her . 

  Finally, t he man r eached t he seashor e. He saw a child playing wit h shells. The child made 

an of f er  t oo. His of f er , t hough, was unique. He of f er ed t o buy t he man’s ser vices wit h not hig. 

The man was over whelmed wit h t his of f er  f or  he was st ill a f r ee man. He quickly accept ed t he 

of f er  and t he bar gain was st r uck.  

 

 

 

 

“Come and hir e me, ”I  cr ied, while in t he 

Mor ning I  was walking on t he st one-paved r oad. 

Swor d in hand t he king came in his char iot . 

He held my hand and said, 

“I  will hir e you wit h my power ,” 

Poet ry 

Soul of  the Poem 

St anzawise Explanat ion of  The Poem 
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But  his power  count eded f or  naught , 

And he went  away in his char iot . 

Ref erence :   

  The abovelines have been t aken f r om Rabindr anat h Tagor e’s composit ion, ‘The Last  

Bar gain’. 

Cont ext  :  

  The poet  showcases how power  f ails t o buy t he ser vices of  a cer t ain or dinar y man. 

Explanat ion : 

  The poem opens wit h a man cr ying in t he mor ning t o be hir ed by someone, “Come and hir e 

me.” While he was walking on a st one-paved r oad looking f or  someone t o hir e his ser vices, he 

came acr oss t he king who was coming in his char iot . 

  The king immediat ely t ook t he man’s hand in his hand and of f er ed t o buy his ser vices 

wit h his power . The man, however , didn’t  f ind much wor t h in t he of f er . He didn’t  want  t o get  

suppr essed under  a might y man’s power , and t her ef or e moved on. 

 

 

 

I n t he heat  of  t he mid-day t he houses 

St ood wit h shut  door s. 

I  wander ed along t he cr ooked lane. 

An old man came out  wit h his bag of  gold. He 

Ponder ed and said, “I  will hir e you wit h my 

Money.” He weighed his coins one by on, 

But  I  t ur ned away. 

Ref erence :  

  Same as above 

Cont ext  : 

  The poet  in t hese lines shows t hat  money f ails t o buy t he ser vices of  t he man.  

Explanat ion  :  

  The man kept  walking, it  was almost  mid-day and it  was quit e a hot  day. He only came 

acr oss housese wit h door s t hat  wer e shut . Wander ing along t he cr ooked lane, he soon came 

St anza 2 
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acr oss an old man who was holding a bag f ull of  gold. The old man of f er ed t o pay t he man wit h 

his gold in r et ur n of  his ser vices. The of f er  of  wealt h didn’t  lur e t he man, so he t ur ned away. 

 

 

 

I t  was evening. The gar den hedge was all a f lower . 

The f air  maid came out  and said, 

“I  will hir e you wit h a smile.” 

Her  smile paled and melt ed int o t ear s, and she went  

Back alone int o t he dar k. 

Ref erence :  

  Same as above 

Cont ext   :  

  The poet  on t hese lines highlight s t hat  even beaut y f ails t o lur e t he man. 

Explanat ion  :  

  Now, t he evening had set  in. Yet , t he man was unable t o f ind a per son whose of f er  would 

at t r act  him. He came acr oss a gar den f ull of  beaut if ul f lower s. He came acr oss a beaut if ul maid 

st anding t her e. The lady of f er ed t o hir e t he man wit h her  smile. The man r ealised t hat  her  

beaut y or  smile was also not  f or ever . Her  smile f aded way and t ear s r eplaced it . The man moved 

on leaving t he lady all by her self . 

 

 

 

The sun glist ened on t he sand, and t he sea 

Waves br oke waywar dly. 

A child sat  playing wit h shells. 

He r ealised his head and seemed t o know 

Me and said.’I  hir e you wit h not hing.” 

Fr om hencef or war d t hat  bar gain st r uck in 

Child’s play made me a f r ee man. 

Ref erence  :  

  Same as above 

St anza 3 
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Cont ext   :  

  The poet  in t hese lines shows t hat  innocence manages t o buy what  power , wealt h and 

beaut y f ailed t o buy. 

Explanat ion  :  

  Finally, t he man r eached t he seashor e. The sun was almost  set t ing down, it  shone 

br ight ly on t he sand. He saw a child playing wit h shells. The child looked up at  t he man. I t  

seemed as if  t he child under st ood t he man. The child of f er ed t o hir e t he ser vices of  t he man. 

I t  seemed as if  t he child under st ood t he man. The child of f er ed t o hir e t he ser vices of  t he 

man., but  didn’t  of f er  t o pay anyt hing in r et ur n. That  was t he bar gain t hat  per haps t he man was 

looking f or . Ther e wer e no demands, no condit ions no payment s or  r epayment s. I n playing wit h 

t he child he cont inued t o hold on t o his f r eedom. He was a f r ee man st ill. 

 

 

 

                  

1.  Who is t he speaker in the poem? 

  An or dinar y man, looking f or  wor k, is t he speaker  of  t he poem. 

2.  “The king,  sword in hand” suggest s 

  (i) wealt h                   (ii) power     (iii) mor e power  t han wealt h   

  Mar k t he appr opr iat e it em in t he cont ext  of  st anza1. 

Ans.  (ii) power  

3.  The old man of f ered t he speaker a lot  of  money.  Why did he turn down t he of f er? 

  The speaker  t ur ned down t he of f er  f or  a lot  of  money because his f r eedom was mor e 

impor t ant  t han t he gleam of  gold.  

4.  Find the poem,  lines t hat  mat ch the f ollowing.  Read bot h one af er another.   

  (i) I  have not hing t o give you expect  goodwill and cheer . 

  (ii) Her  happiness was no mor e t han sor r ow in disguise. 

  (iii) The king’s might  was not  wor t h much. 

Ans.   (i) I  hire you with nothing.  

        (ii) Her smile paled and melt ed int o tears.  

        (iii) But  his power count ed f or naught .  

NCERT Corner 

Working wit h t he poem 
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5.  How did t he speaker f eel af ter talking t o t he child on t he beach? 

  The speaker  f elt  like a ‘f r ee man’ af t er  t alking t o t he child on t he beach. He f elt  happy 

and r elieved. He need not  compr omise his f r eedom and in r et ur n he was t o get  goodwill and 

cheer . I t  was a f air  deal. 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Who all had the man encount ered t ill t he evenig? 

  The man encount er ed t he king in t he mor ning. Towar ds mid-day, he met  t he old man. I n 

t he evening, he came acr oss t he f air  maid. 

2.  Did the man compromise? 

  No, t he man did not  compr omise. He didn’t  accept  t he of f er s made by t he king, t he old 

man and t he f air  maid because none convinced him. 

3.  What  was t he child doing when t he speaker met  him? 

  The child was playing wit h shells when t he speaker  met  him on t he seashor e. 

 

 

 

1.  Why did t he man turn down t he of f er made by t he king,  the old man and the f air lady? 

  The man t ur ned down t he of f er s made by t he king, t he old man and t he f air  lady because 

neit her  wealt h nor  power  not  beaut y at t r act ed him. The man was looking f or  j ob, but  not  at  t he 

cost  of  his f r eedom. He desir ed good well and happiness. 

2.  What  do t he sword,  t he gold and the smile of  t he f air lady signif y? 

  The swor d signif ied power . The gold signif ied wealt h. The smile of  t he f air  lady signif ied 

beaut y. None of  t hese wer e capable enough t o give t he man ever last ing happiness. Nor  did any 

of  t hese assur e t he man of  his f r eedom. 

 

 

 

Chapt er Pract ice 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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1.  The poem invest s a lot  of  f aith in the idea of  f reedom comment .  

  Rabindr anat h Tagor e, being a champion of  human r ight s, invest s a lot  of  f ait h in t he idea 

of  human f r eedom. The poem, t her ef or e, showcases a wilf ul r ej ect ion of  power , money and 

beaut y as none of  t hese ar e as necessar y f or  human gr owt h and development  as f r eedom. The 

woks of  t he aut hor  especially coincide wit h t he I ndian nat ional st r uggle. Ther ef or e, t oo, t he 

idea of  individual f r eedom is upheld and glor if ied.  

 

 

 

 

 

Direct ions (Q. Nos. 1- 6) Read the ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

“The sun glist ened on t he sand, and t he sea 

Waves br oke waywar dly. 

A child set  playing wit h shells. 

He r aised his head and seemed t o 

Know me and said, 

‘I  hir e you wit h not hing.’ 

Fr om hencef or war d t hat  bar gain 

St r uck in child’s play 

Made me a f r ee man.” 

1.  Who is t he speaker of  t hese lines? 

  (a) The king   (b) The poet    (c)  The child   (d) The man 

Ans.   (d) the man 

2.  Where did t he speaker meet  t he child? 

  (a) At  t he seashor e      (b) At  t he st one-paved r oad 

  (c) I n t he gar den     (d) Near  t he cr ooked lane 

Ans.   (a) At  t he seashore 

 

 

Value Based Quest ions  

Ext ract  Based Quest ions  

Ext ract  1 
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3.  What  was t he child doing when t he speaker me him? 

  (a) Playing wit h a swor d    (b) Playing wit h t he sea shells  

  (c) Plucking f lower s     (d) Count ing coins 

Ans.  (b) Playing with the sea shells 

4.  Did the child know the speaker? 

   The speaker  f elt  t hat  t he child seemed t o under st and him.  

5.  What  did the child tell the speaker? 

  The child t old t he speaker , “I  hir e you wit h not hing.” 

6.  What  was t he react ion of  t he speaker? 

  The speaker  f elt  r elieved and happy on st r iking t his deal. 

 

 

 

Direct ions (Q. Nos 1- 6) Read the ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

“ I n t he heat  of  t he mid-day 

The houses st ood wit h shut  door s. 

I  wander ed along t he cr oked lane. 

An old man came out  wit h his bag of  gold 

He ponder ed and said, 

‘I  will hir e you wit h my money’ 

He weighed his coins one by one, 

But  I  t ur ned away.” 

1.  Who is t he speaker of  t hese lines? 

  (a) The king    (b) The poet    (c) The child            (d) The man 

Ans.  (d) The man 

2.  Where did t he speaker meet  t he child? 

  (a) At  t he seashor e      (b) At  t he st one- paved r oad  

  (c) I n t he gar den      (d) Near  t he cr ooked lane 

Ans.  (a) At  the seashore 

3.  What  was t he old man carrying? 

  (a) A bag of  money  (b) A swor d   (c) A f lower        (d) sea shells 

Ans.  (a) A bag of  money 

Ext ract  2 
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4.  What  was t he weat her on the day? 

  The day was quit e war m. 

5.  What  was t he of f er t hat  t he old man made? 

  The old man said, “ I  will hir e you wit h my money.” 

6.  Does t he speaker accept  t he of f er? 

  No, t he speaker  does not  accept  t he of f er . He was not  lur ed by money. 

 

 

 


